
5

Figure 6. Completed bilateral cordon training system for grapes. (A) Midwire system for use with French vines such as
Cabernet Sauvignon and Seyval. Spurs are trained upward. (B) High-wire system for use with American bunch varieties.
Spurs are trained downward. Spurs should be pruned to four buds and spaced 4 to 6 inches apart along the cordon. (C)
System for Muscadine varieties. Essentially a high-wire system, but the growth characteristics of these grapes prevents
training spurs in a downward direction. Approximately 20 two-bud spurs should be retained for each 10-foot permanent
arm (cordon); the spur orientation (upward or downward) is not important in Muscadine training.

Fertilization:   Proper fertilization is essential to high
yields and quality. Before planting vines, broadcast
and work fertilizer and lime into the soil as indicated
by the soil test (usually about 2 pounds of fertilizer
and 5 pounds of dolomitic limestone per 100 square
feet).

After setting the vines and just before growth starts,
apply 1/2 cup (1/4 pound) of 10-10-10 fertilizer in a
20-inch circle around each vine. Repeat monthly until
July 15th. In the second year, double the first year
amounts but follow the same schedule. For bearing
vines, scatter 1 to 2 pounds of 10-10-10 fertilizer per
plant over the area. Repeat with 1 pound per vine in
mid-June.

For at least the first two years, keep an area 1 to 2 feet
in diameter around each vine free of weeds by hoeing,
hand cultivation, or mulching. Black plastic is a
satisfactory mulch material, but it does not add to the
humus content of the soil. DO NOT USE A
COMBINATION FERTILIZER AND WEED
KILLER  on lawn areas near grape vines; the weed

killer may be absorbed by the grape roots and injure
the vine.

First year - after setting and just before growth starts,
apply 1/2 cup (1/4 pound) 10-10-10 in a 20-inch
circle around each vine.  Repeat monthly until mid-
July.  Second year - double first year amounts.
Follow same schedule as for first year.  Bearing - in
March apply 2 pounds 10-10-10 fertilizer per plant,
scattered over the area beneath the vine. Repeat with
2 pounds per vine after fruit sets.

Cultivation:   For at least the first 2 years, an area 1 to
2 feet around each vine should be kept free of weeds
by hoeing, or with a heavy mulch of grass clippings (4
to 6 inches deep).  Black plastic is a satisfactory
mulch material, but it does not add to the humus
content of the soil.  Once established, the vine will
shade out some weed growth.  Recommended
chemical herbicides may also be used for weed
control in grapes, but mulching is the preferred
management practice.  Certain types of herbicides
should not be used near grapes as they are very


